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The Taj Mahal is not only the most iconic symbol of India’s Mughal emperors but also one of
the world's best-known works of art and architecture. It is a lavish mausoleum commissioned

by Emperor Shah Jahan, the fifth ruler of the great Mughal dynasty, to house the body of
his beloved Mumtaz Mahal, who died while giving birth to their 14th child.

The Mughals were a Muslim dynasty of Mongol origin whose founder, Babur, descended | E
from Genghis Khan. “Mughal” is derived from the Persian for Mongol and the source of the "t'.‘!"fj'f :_‘:rl',:'{.'|}'J':’.:i":_’.:j‘lf._lr"
English word “mogul.” From 1526 to 1857, the Mughals ruled an empire that was the e e
largest and wealthiest on Earth at its peak in the late 1600s. Mughal lands once extended

from present-day Iran and Afghanistan to Pakistan and Uzbekistan, including almost all of

the Indian subcontinent. The Mughals were known for their military prowess, financial and

trading skills, intermittent religious tolerance of non-Islamic faiths, and love of the arts.

Over the centuries, the Taj Mahal (Persian for “crown palace”) has endured as a religious
pilgrimage site and a romantic destination for lovers. In 1983 it was named a UNESCO
World Heritage site, and in 2007 it was chosen by people voting on six continents as one of
the Seven Wonders of the Modern World.
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The Taj Mahal, often hailed as the "Epitome of Love," carries profound symbolic significance
deeply rooted in the romantic narrative of its creation. Commissioned by the Mughal
Emperor Shah Jahan in the 17th century, the monument stands as an enduring testament to
the enduring love he harbored for his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. Mumtaz Mahal, the Empress
consort, died during childbirth, and grief-stricken Shah Jahan vowed to immortalize their
love through an unparalleled architectural marvel.

www.tajmahal.gov.in
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. . The Taj Mahal's very existence is a manifestation of Shah Jahan's devotion, reflecting the
The T0| MG hCII The qu Mdhdl L belief that true love transcends mortality. The structure's central dome and four minarets are
. . said to symbolize the presence of Mumtaz and her journey to the afterlife. The intricate
Ag ra I nd 1q. Ag ra I ndlq . calligraphy and floral motifs adorning the mausoleum incorporate verses from the Quran
’ a h a I Y a h a I that allude to themes of eternal love and the promise of reunion in the afterlife.
As a symbol of enduring love, the Taj Mahal resonates not only as a monument but as a
cultural and emotional touchstone, inspiring countless romantic tales. The Taj Mahal's
128 symbolism extends beyond its architectural splendor, capturing the essence of love's ability
To E 4 56 7 8 10-m to endure, making it a universal symbol that transcends time and culture.
Y 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
The Esteemed Visitors, 4 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
The Taj Mahal, an iconic testament to eternal love, stands as a mag- - 2 29 30 31
Greetings from the Government of Indial nificent jewel of Mughal architecture in Agra, India. Commissioned by - RSN |
T it o | d oride that tend a heartfelt wel t Emperor Shah Jahan in the 17th century as a memorial for his I’ -
1 | immen r n ri Xren r m . .« . .
S W ense pleasure and pride Thal we extend a heartieft welcome to beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal, this ivory-white marble mausoleum . BOOklef que 03
you as you embark on a journey to experience the cultural magnificence of . . .
. i’ . . : captures the essence of sublime beauty and intricate craftsmanship. ®
our great nation. As you plan your visit to India, we are particularly delight- 3
ed that you have chosen to explore the iconic Taj Mahal, a jewel in the . . .. . _—
crown of our cultural heritage. Its symmetrical design, crowned by a majestic dome, reflects Persian o
and Mughal influences, while the meticulous detailing of the ornate
The Taj Mahal stands as a symbol of India's rich history, architectural . calligraphy and delicate floral patterns showcases the artisans' unpar-
brilliance, and the enduring power of love. Commissioned by the Mughal b alleled skill. .
. . . . Pinterest Youtube
Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal, this
mGSferP'?Fe has ?GPfF'VC“ed thle heO”SdOFhm'”'O"ISdG"d continues to be a ‘ The reflection pools surrounding the mausoleum create a mesmerizing
SEUFED @i TETEITEIEN [ PEED Sreme) e wrere. mirage, enhancing the ethereal ambiance. As a UNESCO World
. Heritage Site and one of the New Seven Wonders of the World, the instagram TikTok
As you step onto the grounds of the Taj Mahal, we encourage you to . . . .
. . : . Taj Mahal remains a symbol of enduring love and a masterpiece that
immerse yourself in the cultural tapestry that surrounds this magnificent . ds i d coltural boundari
structure. The intricate carvings, stunning marble work, and symmetrical transcends fime and cultural boundaries.
gardens are a testament to the craftsmanship and artistic excellence of the ‘
Pinterest
MUghOI era. reres The Persian influence is evident in the Taj Mahal's symmetrical garden layout, known as the
Charbagh, a reflection of Persian paradise gardens. The intricate calligraphy adorning the
. . . . facade, drawn from Persian artistic traditions, adds a touch of elegance and sophistication.
Whlle eXp|orIng the T0| Mdhal, we k|nd|y reqUeSt you to adhere to the [ Islamic architectural elements are prominently featured in the large central dome and the
. . . . . . . . four minarets flanking the main structure. These elements, including the arches and
gulldellnes Qn(Yi regUIthons n pldce to ensure ”}‘le preservah;:)r;.' OF 1‘hlsbhls“)rl- I geometric patterns, are representative of traditional Islamic architecture, emphasizing both
cal treasure. Your cooperation in maintaining the sanctity of the site by spiritual and aesthetic principles.
GVOIdIng any domoge or defacement 1S grea"y appreCIOted’ Let us work The incorporation of Indian design elements further enriches the cultural tapestry of the Taj
i‘ogefher to prol’ecf Qnd Cherish this UNESCO World Heril‘dge Sife for fhe r Mahal. The lotus motif, a recurring theme in Indian art and architecture, can be found in the
. « intricate carvings and inlay work, showcasing a deep connection to indigenous design
generations to come. \ = traditions.
. . yamuna river it o : The Taj Mahal, therefore, serves as a living testament to the cultural pluralism of the Mughal
O-nce again, on behdlf OII: the GOVernm?nf.of |n.c|.lo, we eXfe.nd our warmest Ap p B Utto n MOC k-U p Empire, capturing the essence of Persian, Islamic, and Indian artistic expressions in a
wishes 'I:Of' a p|easan|’ and CUItUrG”y eanChIng visit to the TCI' Mahal. MCY X harmonious and unparalleled architectural marvel.
your time here be filled with wonder, appreciation, and a deep connection ‘
to the history and heritage that this remarkable monument represents. 4
Thank you for choosing India as your destination, and we hope you create
lasting memories during your stay. -
w ; : Website Landing Page Mock-up Booklet Page 05
arm regards,
Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India.
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El Taj Mahal, un testimonio icénico del amor
eterno, es una magnifica joya de la arquitectura
mogol en Agra, India. Encargado por el emperador
Shah Jahan en el siglo XVIl como monumento en
memoria de su amada esposa Mumtaz Mahal, este
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mausoleo de mdrmol blanco marfil captura la " Mahal, ce mausolée en marbre blanc ivoire capture Mahal), ERSIRT SRR AERE T RHIERE.
esencia de la belleza sublime y la artesania l'essence d'une beauté sublime et d'un savoirfaire ENT 7
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Su disefio simétrico, co{'onado por una majestuosa I Son. design symétrique, couronné par un déme HAEEEER B B 7 TR MG L p R &,
cupula, refleja influencias persas y mogoles, majestueux, refléte les influences persanes et
mientras que los detalles meticulosos de la mogholes, tandis que les détails méticuleux de la 1 A | S S A LS K B = i i 3 T
caligrafia ornamentada y los delicados disefios calligraphie ornée et des délicats motifs floraux @%EEQJE‘” EiHjjiA\quﬁFﬁg*ﬁl Egﬁ The qu MCI hCII an iconic testament to ete rnql
florales muestran la habilidad incomparable de los mettent en valeur le savoirfaire inégalé des B Tlﬁiﬂgﬁﬁ‘i}lﬁ%%ﬁ:‘ ?ﬂ(ﬂ-ﬁ,‘fﬁﬁtﬁﬁ;@% { S %
arfesanos. artisans. AR AL — RIGEDARKEEN love, stands as a magnificent jewel of Mughal
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Los estanques de reflejos que rodean el mausoleo Les bassins de réflexion entourant le mausolée | 4 arc hll‘eci’u re in Ag ra, Ind|a i Com m |SS|oned by
crean un espejismo fascinante que realza el créent un mirage fascinant, renforcant 'ambiance 1 5%
ambiente etéreo. Como Patrimonio de la Humani- K éthérée. En tant que site du patrimoine mondial de Em pe ror Shq h JG hq n in i'he ] 71’h centu ry as a
dad por la UNESCO y una de las Siete Nuevas I'UNESCO et l'une des sept nouvelles merveilles du i . 2 =
Maravillas del Mundo, el Taj Mahal sigue siendo monde, le Taj Mahal reste un symbole d'amour memor"]l ‘For h IS beloved W|‘Fe M umtaz Mq ha II UNESCO
un simbolo de amor duradero y una obra maestra durable et un chef-d'ceuvre qui transcende le temps iR %
this ivory-white marble mausoleum captures the Korld Heritage Site
o . . e [aj
l essence of sublime beauty and intricate crafts- Taj Mahal, Agra.
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Le Taj Mahal, témoignage emblématique de
'amour éternel, constitue un magnifique joyau de
I'architecture moghole & Agra, en Inde. Commandé
par l'empereur Shah Jahan au XVlle siécle comme
mémorial pour son épouse bien-aimée Mumtaz
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manship.

lts symmetrical design, crowned by a majestic
dome, reflects Persian and Mughal influences,
while the meticulous detailing of th_arnate

calligraphy and delicate floral patte
cases the artisans' unparalleled skill.

The reflection pools surrounding the mausoleu
create a mesmerizing mirage, enhancing the

ethereal ambiance. As a UNESCO World Her
tage Site and one of the New Seven Wonders
of the World, the Taj Mahal remains a symbol
of enduring love and a masterpiece that tran-
scends time and cultural boundaries.
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